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The Zion Raptist Association convened with Philadelphia 
Baptist Church Sept. 26th & 27 1923. The association was 
called to order by Bre. J. B. Middleton, the moderator being 
absent, Rev. Joe! Dorroh was elected moderdator pro. tem. 
Songs ‘I Must Te!! Jesus’’ and ‘Standing on the Promises."’ 
Scripture readinz Romans 12:1:10, prayer by Rev. E. T.Put- 
nam, sorg ‘There is power in the Blood.’’ The hour having 
arrived, the associational sermon was preached by Bro. J. B. 
M ddleton.after reading Psalms 2nd chapter and Hebrews2nd 
chapter, text ‘What think ye of Christ? and Whose son is 
He?”’ Matt 22:42. The Moderator, Rev. J. W. Eidson, having 
arrived took charge as moderator. The moderator appointed 
the following comnmittee-: 

Credentials—W. T.MeQuary, John Skelton, W.H. Womack. 

Finance— Fuller Dalton, B. O. Tabb, W. C. Love. 

Entertainment — «. L.Pittman, Jim Clanton, J.B. Middleton. | 

Worstfip—J. B. Middleton,N. A. Edmonds, E. T. Putnam. 

Nominations—P W. Moorland,H. L. Hemphill, Eli Hardin. 

Corresponding delegates were.called for and the following 
responded: Rev. J. R. G. Hewlet, State Board, Water Valley; 
Rev. T. W. Green state Board Jackson, Miss ; Bro.J. E. Pat- 
ridge Montgomery Association;Rev.Sidney Carter, Rev. Willie 
Bridges and Rev. Lunceford, Calhoun Association. 

The following resolution was adopted: Resolved that any 
one helonging to the Zion Association visiting another asso- . 
ciation be requested to act as delegate from this association. 

The Credential committee submitted their report and the 
foliowin churches reported with the following delegates: 

Cross Roads-J.W Henley, Jas. Womack, W. H Womack: 
Mathiston-Rev J. W. Hicks, M. L. Buck; Eupora-Rev. N. A. 
Edmonds, Sister Bettie Embry; Shady Grove-R. R. Hodges. 
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W. H. Adams, W. M. Collins: Sapa-W. C. Love; Mt. Zion bv 
letter; Bluff Springs-J. L. Watson, W. H. Oswalt; Bethel- 
Claud Denton, Max Doolittle, Jessie Denton, J. W. Doolittle; _ 
Montevista B O. Tabb, S. F. Adams, E.T,Putnam;New Hope- 
J. R. Skelton. H. L. Hemphill; Pilgrims Rest-R. T. Oswalt 
R. N. Love, R. Cannon; Philadelphia Vernon Clanton, J. K. 
Sugg; Spring Hill-Eli Hardin, J. G. Spencer, NB. MeNair. 
W. F Davis; Walthall-W. T. McQuary, A. M. Paxton; Fel. 
lowship Myrtis Hicks, W. G. Sugg, D. Mixon, P. W. Moore- 
land, Miss Bessie Sugg, Mrs. Hettie Oswalt; Hebron- H. C 
Earnest, H. H.Lucius. HC. Rodgers not representdee; Tom- 
nolen; Pleasa xt Hillnot represe ited 

J. R. Skelton, W. T, McQuary, and W H.Womack, Com. 
The association adjourned for dinner, prayer by Bro. J. R. 
G. Hewlet. 

FIRST DAY AFTERNOON SESSION 


Prayer by T. W. Green. The treasurer submitted the fol- 
lowing report for 1922. 

Rec. from various churches $57.88 

Paid to clerk : $10 00 

Paid for minutes 47.50 

Total 57 88 57.88 

Respectfully submitted, 
S F. Adams, Sec. Treas. 

The association was permanently organized by electing Rev. 
J. B. Middleton moderator and S. F Adams clerk. 

STATE MISSION 

This report was read by Bro. E. L. Salley, discussed by 
Bro. E. L. Salley and was adopted. 

1. Church Building and Church Extension Support. 

The amount appropriated for church building purposes for 
this year is $27,010. The number of churches being assisted 
from this fund is 49. Of this number 21 are town churches 
and 28 are country churche3, This is by far the largest ap- 
propriation that has ever been made for church extension 
work by our State Board. 

¢ 
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ZION BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

Board. 

It is our ore great Southwide missionary agency and has 
been the greatest single factor in the helping to make the 
South a mighty Baptist empire. 

While Southern Baptists have made mighty progress, there 
are greater needs and vaster opportunities at present than 
ever before in our history. 

There are millions of lost souls whom we must reach and 
our people must be enlisted in all our denominational life and 
activities. 

Our Home (ission Board is heavily in debt on account of 
the great enlargement of the work and the falling off in re- 
ceipts due largely to the deflation in prices in general. 

The last report of the Board states, that if we raise $75,- 
000,600 by ihe close of the Seventy-Five Million Gampaign 
and the Home Roard receives its due proportion, thé J%éard’s 
debt can be ;aid and the Bcard’s work ir speasen Welty per 
cent over its present appropriations. 

Let us come to the help of this great work and all our oth- 
er interests as well. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


This report'was read by Bro. L. F. Dorroh, discussed by 
\Bro. L. Fv Durroh and was adopted. 

Our Foreign Mission work grows. We have now 891 chur- 
ches in sixteen foreign lands;211 or practically one-fourth of 
these churches ure self- -supporting;442 or one half have their 
houses of worship in addition to the churches there are 2, 
896 outstations which give us a total of practically 4,000 sta 
tions where the Word of God is preached regularly. Last year 
was the crowning year in baptisms, 12,611 were baptized, 
which is 4,720 more than reported the year before. We have 
103,328 members. These gave $4,23 per capita last year. We 
have 796 schools which were attended last year by 32,789 
scholars This is about equal to the number of students in our 
Baptist Schools in Southland. 

There were 1,447 Sunday Schools, which had an enrollment 
of 67,407. 

We have -nuw 501 ‘foreign missionaries and 2,820 native 
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missionaries. This is almost twice as many foreign mission. 
aries and alm »:t four times as many native missionaries as 
we had in 1919 at the beginning of the 75 Million Campaign. 

The board reported a debt of $403,000 at the last Southern 
Raptist Conventian. There has been no disposition to criti. 
cise the Board because everybody has realized tha: the 
Board has been very conservative in making appropriations. 
It has approprirted only a little above one-half of the amount 
that was propesed for it in the 75 Million Campaign. 

The Board at its June meeting appointed forty eight new 


missionaries who in the early fail of this year will go to 
their fields, 

The practiea] Sugges‘ion for everybod 
this critical time when the Board is burd 
whelmed by the growth of th 
uniiiet needs, is that every 
his‘75 Miilion Campaign p! 
pledges are paid fully, the 
the missionaries and provid 
ing needs. The simple solut 
payment of our 75 Million 
gest need for Foreign Mis 
go forward. 


y to take to heart at 
ened with debt, over- 
2 work, and appalled by vast 
one should do his utmost to pay 
edge in full this year. If these 
Board can pay its debts, support 
e for many, many more distress- 
ion of our present situation is the 
Campaign pledges. This is the big- 
sions this year. Now is the time to 


J F. Dorvah. 
75 MILLION CAMPAIGN 


This report was read by Bro. N. A. Edmonds, discussed by 
Bro, N. A. Ejmonds, Bro. T. W. Green, Bro. J R. G. Hew- 
let and adopted. 

THE 75 MILLION CAMPAIGN 

The most imperative business of 
hour is to bring to a final and glorio 
Campaign. God meant for us to win when His Divine Spirit 
inaugureted in our hearts jn May 1919, this large movement. 
He is on our side. We must win. We have raised in cash from 
May, 1919 to May, 1923, $44,003, 005.70. This leaves to be 
raised in a short Period $30,996, 994, 30. This is a big task, 
Itisa challenging undertaking, It ‘S not an impossible task. 


Southern Baptists at this 
us triumph the 75 Million 
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_ Baptists have the money. We have the leadership. We have 


the organization. We have the promises of God. We have been 
immersed and overwhelmed by His approving blessings. He 
holds out to us unspeakably great,enlarging and opening op- 
portunities of service. 

The question is, will we win: have we the will to win; will 
bur leaders lead, will our Baptist line hold; will we face the 
ig problem with the same determination that characterized 
he French at Verdun when Petain said, and his hervic sol- 
liers joined in the chorus, ‘‘They shall not pass?’ Will South- 
ern Baptists sav, ‘‘At the cost of our lives, we can win, we 
must win, and by the grace of God we will win?” Nothing 

short of 75 million dollars by the end of the Campaign will 
satisfy the Baptist name, save the Baptist causes, make se- 
cure the Baptist credit, preserve our Baptist morale, cement 
our growing unity, and leave us in the most hopeful situa- 
tion as we face the future problems and hear the call of fut- 
ure fields. We can win; we must win; by the grace of God 
let’s go in to win! 

Respectfully submitted: 
N. A. Edmonds, O. C. Leigh. 


ORPHANAGE 


This report was read by Itro. P; W. Moreland, discussed by 
Bro. P. W. Moreland and Bro, J. R. G Hewlet and adopted. 


Report on Baptist Orphanage — Jackson, Miss. J. R. Car- 
ter, Superintendent. 

The efforts put forth by christian people in Saving and - 
training children are the most effective for citizenship and 
for kingdom building. 

We should give more adequate support both financial and 
moral to all the child welfare agencies that are working for 
the betterment of neglected children. 

We feel that much has been done through the efforts of 
our Baptist orphanage, and commend it and ite work to the 
prayerful consideration and support of our churches and Sun- 
day schools. ‘Ve would urge that through the’ remainder of 
our present program (the 75 million campaign) our people 
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seek to redeem their pledges and thus take care of the or- 
phanage. and allother objects fostered by our denominations. 
“ore than a thousand children have been cared for and train- 
ed by our Baptist Orphanage and have gone out to take their 
places in society. and in our kingdom work. 

Less than one per cent of this number has become a me- 
nace to society, or made shipwreck of life. 

We have had an average in our orphanage during the year, 
of 170. We learn from our management that the health of 
the children has heen good, and that their efforts have been 
attended with a good degree of prosperity and success. We 
would urge the loyalty and hearty cooperation of all of our © 
people that all the needs of the institution may be provided 
for. 

Respectfully submitted, 
P, W. Moreland. 


The committee on dévotional submitted the following re- 
port, which was adopted. To preach Wednesday night, Bro. 
J. W. Hicks. 

The Association adjourned until 9:30 A. M. Thursday. Pray- 
er by J. W. Hicks. 

Wednesday night Bro. J.W. Hicks preached an interesting 
sermon on the second coming of Christ. 

SECOND DAY MORNING SESSION 


The Association was called to order by the moderator. 

Song ‘There is a Fountain Fiiled with Blood.’’ 

Bro. L. F. Dorrah conducted the opening exercise by read- 
ing 1st Corinthians, lstchapter.Prayer by Bro. J.W. Eidson. 


ENLISTMENT 
This report was read by Bro. J. W. Eidson, discussed by 


Bro. J. W. Eidson, N.A. Edmonds, S.F. Adams, J. W. Hicks 
Joel Dorrah and adopted. 


ENLISTMENT MISSIONARY WORK 


The board vegan the year’s work with six enlistment mis- 
sionaries. Three have since resigned. The total visible‘results 
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of their work in so far as it can be tabulated is as follows: 
Churches visited, 1,08]; Services held, 1,326; Sermons and ad- 
dresses, 1,332; Sunday| Schools organized, 5; Training Classes 
organized 5; B. Y. P. U’s organized, 7; W. M. U’s organized, 
7; Every Member Canvasses made for local budget, 132; Mis- 
sion and Benevolent Canvasses, 30; Baptist Record put into 
every home, 6; Subscriptions for the Baptist Record, 136; Pas- 
tor’s fields formed, 29; Conferences with churches, 363; Pas- 
tor’s Conferences attended, 156; Associational Board Meet- 
ings, 31; Building enterprises begun, 20: Additions to churches 
by baptism, 90 - by letter55 by statement,3 - by restoration 
3 Uhese brethren gave a great part of their time to the Seven- 
ty-Five Million Campaign. 
Respt. J. W. Eidson. Com. 


CHRISTAIN EDUCATION 


This report was read by Bru. J B. Middleton, discussed by 
Bro J. B. Middleton, J. W. Hicks and D Mixon and adopted. 


CHRISTAIN EDUCATION 


To edu:zate really means to pre are to live. It means to draw 
out that, that is within, to impa-t knowledge and then train 
the thing to be educated until it can make practial use of the 
knowledge imparted. 

Christain education is next to the greatest need of this gen- 
eration Of course we all agree that the first and greatest 
need is regeneration. Then the babe in Christ needs teaching 
and training so that it will be of service to Him 


This education should begin in the home; where the found- 
ation of great lives. is almost always laid. And after the 
foundation is laid, we should be very cautious as to the kind 
of material put into the structure. 

We feel that great care should be taken in the selection of 
teachers for the public school. It is our honest opinion that a 
person who is not a christain should not be allowed to teach 
in the public school. 

Southern Baptist, along with other evangelical denomina- 
tions have s2en the necessity of having high schools arid col- 
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leges in which their children can be educated under christian 
influence. Which has proved to be a great success in many 
ways. " 

Mississippi Baptist own four colleges for the éducation of 
their young people of which we are proud, 

Mississippi College located at Clinton has been admitted in- 
to the Southern Association of colleges as a standard college. 
A diploma from Mississ‘ppi College now means as much as a 
diploma frum the University of Mississippi plus the christain 
influence which is inestimable. 

Clark College located at Newton is a Junior College for both 
boys and girls, and is doing great good for the whole state, 
especialy that part in which it is located We owe our co-oper- 
ation to Bro. McLauren, its president and the institution. 

Blue Mountain College and the Woman’s College at Hatties- 
burg are on the approved list and vill be standard when they 
have the required endowment. 

Nearly all the schools are filled to their capacity, 

7 Respt. submitted by J. B. Middleton. 
: MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 


This report was read by Bro. Joel Dorrah, discussed by Bro. 
Joel Dorrah, N. A. Edmonds, J. W. Hicks, J. B. Middleton 
andJ W. Eidson and was adopted. 

The hour having arrived kev. N.A. Edmonds preached the 
doctrinal sermon. Scripture reading Ist Cor., 3rd Chapter 
and Matthew 7th chapter. Text: ‘‘For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ’” 1st Cor. 
3rd chapter 11th verse. 

The Association adjourned for dinner. Prayer by Bro. W.T. 
McQuery. 

I, your- committee beg leave to make the following report. 
One of the greatest needs today is a better educated ministry. 
We are glad to report more interest today than has ever been 
known on this important subject There is a small per cent 
of our 75 Million Campiagn Fund which goes for this cause. 
Then our brethren and sisters are making Spiritual gifts to 
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, this cause. We have five or six young men needing schooling 


who belong to our association. Those men are doing good 
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_ work at present but'could do much better if they were bet- 
ter, educated. May God impress our hearts todo more for 
theif than ever before. 
C. Respectfully submitted, 
\ Joel Dorrah. 


SECOND DAY AFTERNOON SESSION 


Song: ‘‘My Latest Sun Is sinking Fast.’’ 
Prayer by: Bro. Eli Hardin. 
Layman’s Work: No report 


PERIODICALS 


This report was read by Bro. N. A. Edmonds, discussed by 
Bro. N, A. Edmonds and adopted. 


PERIODICALS 


This is a reading age, and if we do not reaéthe best we will 
find great harm coming from th2 reatling that we do. Jsaptist 
have at their command the best periodicals that any pecple of 
any age have been blessed with, and-we should avail ourselves 
of them. We urge that our people leave off the harmful litera- 
ture that they take because it is ‘‘cheap’’, and take only that 
which is helpful to them. 

The Baptist Record, is published at Jackson, Miss , is our 
state paper and should be taken and read by every Baptist in 
the state The price is $2.00 per year. The Home and Foreign 
Fields, published at Nashville, Tenn.,is our Missionary period- 
cal and costs $1 00 per year. It is published monthly. Never 
was so much valuable and indispensable information available 
at that price Our people should take the Orphange Gem _pub- 
lished at Jackson, Miss. It is fine for the children to read. 

Respectfully submitted, N. A. Edmonds. 


REPORT ON NOMINATION 


The com mittee on nominations submitted the following re- 
port which was adopted. 

That the association convene with Cross Roads church on 
Wednesday and Thursday after the 4th Sunday in Septem- 
ber 1924 To preach introductory sermon Rev. J. W. Hicks 

To preach ductrinal sermon second day, Rev. E T. Putnam. 
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- Delegate to Southern Baptist Convention, Rev. N. A. Ed- 
monds. 

Delegate ta state convention, Rev. Tom Helms. To be 
member of State board, Kev J W Hicks. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Eli Hardin, H. L Hemphill, P. W. Moreland, committee. 
7 SUNDAY SGHOOLS 
This report was read by bro. S$. F. Adams, discussed by 
S. F. Adams, J. W. Eidson, W L Bridges, W. T. McQuery. 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
@ Second to preaching *‘The Word” is teaching ‘‘The Word’ 
Jesus taught in the temple and the apostles taught in the 
synagogs. Under the law and under the grace God has al- 
ways had teachers of his word. - 

We believe that one cause of the condition of vur churches 
is that the interest in Sunday school work is on the wane. Of 
the twenty churches in the Zion Association only nine report 
Sunday schools Of the 3,000 church members in the Asso- 
ciation, only about 600 ever attend Sunday school. This is a 
deplorable condition. I am glad that the Association has de- 
cided to have a ‘‘Zion Baptist Sunday School Convention’’ 
next spring. Let’s all pull for a greater interest in Sunday 
schools by ziving our time, our money, and our prayers to 
the cause. If we do this God will give the results. 

Respectfully submitted, : 
S. F. Adams, L. F. Dorrah;-Bli Hardin, N. A. Edmonds and 
was adopted. . 


TEMPERANCE 
No report. 

WOMAN’S WORK 
No report. 
HOSPITALS 


This report was read by Bro B.O Tabb and was adopted. 
The Mississippi Bap*ist hospital has made greater progress 
in the past year than any previous year. With a splendidly 
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working staff of physicians, surgeons and specialist, it has 
installed an x-ray machine for diagnostic work with Dr. Hen- 
derson in charge, and will in a few weeks install an X- “ray 
machine to treat incurable diseases. Since last report we have 
treated 1671 patients,210 free patients. There are 25 splendid 
young women in the hospital preparing themselves for the 
high calling of nursing the sick. Our especial needs at this 
time are sheets, towels and pillow cases. 

2nd. Baptist Memoria! Hospital at Memphis. 

The work of this hospital has increased greatly in 1923. 
Patients admitted up to date 5399 in all, 488 of which were 
treated free, 

In the laboratories there were 7615 examinations made. 

The X-ray department did 1596 treatments and pictures. 

The exvenditures of the hospital for the first 6 mo.of 1923 
was $265,641.31 of this amt $47,485.86 was paid for charity. 
47 Pupils were admitted to the training school, and 16 gra- 
duated. 

The bonded indabtadnies on the account of building and e- 


quipment is 240,000.00. May the Lord ever bless the work 
of caring for thesick and stimulate his people to do his bid 
ding as to the support of the kingdom work in general. 
Respectfully submitted, 
B. O. Tabb. 


DISCIPLINE 


This report was read by S.¥. Adams, discussed by S. F. 
Aiams, J. W. Hicks, L. F. Dorrah, D. Mixon, J. R. Clanton 
J. B. Middleton and wa: adopted. 

Webster says the meaaing of the word discipline as a verb 
is to educate, correct, punish. God has in all ages laid down 
iaws for the government of his people and demanded them 
to keep them and when they broke his mys he always oun- 
ished them. 

A home, a school, a send. or a nation without discipline 
is a failure 

I believe that the cause of the condition of the church to- 
day is that there is no discipline in our churches. 

You can not tell the average church member from the sin- 
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ner by his every day walk and talk. 

Jesus said: ‘‘It is written my house shall te called a house 
of prayer, but ve have made it a den of thieves. 

I believe the best thing-that could be done for the church 
today would be to require every member to walk the straight 
and narrow path as laid down by the New Testament and 
when they get out of this way to have them to give an ac- 
count of themselves to the church. 

Of course it would leave us with fewer members, but then 
the world could truly say ‘‘That church is a house of prayer 
and a home for God’s people on this earth.’”’ 

Respectfully submitted, 
S. F. Adams. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


The following financial report was submitted and adopted. 
Reed. from the various churches for minutes $54.55 
Fuller Dalton, W. C. Love and B. 0. Tabb, Com. 

The following resolution was adopted: that the moderator 

be impowered to receive any church into the association. 
RESOLUTION OF THANKS 

The following resolution was adopted. Resolved that we 
extend our thanks to the Philadelphia church and community, 
for the eurdial and bountiful entertainment received during 

the session of the association. 

The following committee was appointed to arrange a pro 
gram for a ‘‘Zion Baptist Sunday School Convention’ to be 
held some time next spring, time and place to be arranged by 
the committee. 

Rev. N. A. Edmonds, John Skelton, L. F. Dorrah, W. T. 
McQuery and B. O. Tabb. ' 

There bein. no further business, the assoclation adjuurned. 
The meeting was closed by prayer. 

Rev. J. B. Middleton, moderator. 
S. F. Adams, clerk. 
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